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My Learnings



Research 
Perspectives



Church Size



Baptist church size is positively 
correlated with:



Baptist church size is positively 
correlated with:

• Young adult retention (weak 
correlation). Interpretation: Larger 
churches had a lower age profile, and 
a higher youth retention.



But…



Baptist church size is negatively
correlated with:

• The proportion of attenders who agreed that 
they have found it easy to make friends in the 
congregation (moderate correlation). 
Interpretation: Larger churches tend to have less 
people saying it was easy to make friends.

• The proportion of attenders who always or 
mostly seek to make new arrivals welcome 
(strong correlation). Interpretation: Larger 
churches tend to have less people saying they 
welcome new arrivals.



Church size did not correlate 
significantly with:

• The proportion of newcomers (people who 
had joined the church in the last five years 
and had not previously been attending 
church) in the church

• The proportion of attenders who had 
invited someone to church in the previous 
year.



2016 NCLS



How well equipped do you feel to share 
your faith?
• 14% felt they were “very well equipped,” 
• 30% felt “well equipped” 
• 4% indicated they were not at all equipped

• Thoughts?



“If a friend is defined as someone you 
share a significant personal conversation 
with at least once a month, how many non-
Christian friends do you have?”

• Only 8% of Australian Baptists indicated that they had no such 
friends. 

• The largest group (42%) had 1-5 such friends
• 18% indicated they had 16 or more such relationships



“How often in the last year have you 
intentionally shared a meal with a non-
Christian?”

• 14% never
• 52% occasionally
• 19% monthly
• 10% weekly 
• 5% daily



“When are you most likely to share your 
faith?”
• 52 % - “In a relaxed environment with people I know (e.g. sports, 

meal, men’s shed, etc.)” 



“To what extent do you feel that this church 
is a good one to invite a (non-Christian or 
enquiring) friend to?”

• The majority (61%) indicated that “It's a great church for 
beginners.” 

• Only 1% indicated “This church may do more harm than good to a 
beginner.”



Comments and questions?



Hospitality and Evangelism

• Torah hospitality is commanded twenty-four times.
• Hebrews : “Let mutual love (philadelphia) continue. Do not neglect 

to show hospitality (philoxenos) to strangers.”
• Many of Jesus’ activities were tied to hospitality
• The Lord’s Supper is also an event of hospitality
• The parable of the great banquet (Luke 14:15-24) illustrates the 

relationship that the church is to have with its neighbours



Hospitality and Evangelism

Hospitality converts “strangers into familiars, enemies into friends, 
friends into better friends, outsiders into insiders, non-kin into kin.”

• Tom Selwyn, "An Anthropology of Hospitality," in In Search of Hospitality: 
Theoretical Perspectives and Debates, ed. Conrad Lashley and Alison J. 
Morrison (Oxford: Butterworth Heinemann, 2000), 19



Hospitality and Evangelism

Mark 2:14-17
14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and 
followed him.15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many 
tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for 
there were many who followed him.



Progressive 
Hospitality



Hospitality and Evangelism

• Thoughts and questions?



McCrindle Research
Faith and Belief in Australia (2017)







Caring
Loving
Kind
Honest
Faithful



Programs
Have you used any of these?
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Other useful 
program/tools?
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