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This brief guide has been prepared for Ministers making application to Transfer their 
Credentials to Queensland Baptists and for Ministerial Services who will be responsible for 
approving such applications.  
 
For a full description of requirements of Registration, please refer to the Registration and 
Ordination Guidelines.  Further enquiries may be directed to the Director of Pastoral Services. 
 
A. Context Statement 
A registered Minister from another denomination other than Queensland Baptists may apply to 
Ministerial Services to be Registered with QB by way of Transferring their Credentials.   In 
recognition of the application and assessment processes completed in their previous 
denomination, a reduced application process (to be defined by Ministerial Services) is granted to 
Transfers of Credentials.  There are two types of transfers of credentials which are treated 
separately – Transfers from other Baptist Unions and Transfers from other non-Baptist 
denominations. 
 
B. Conditions to be met by Applicant 
To be eligible to apply for a transfer of credentials, a minister must 

1) Have formal documented credentials. 
2) Satisfy the requirements for Registration listed below as detailed in the guidelines  

• A demonstrated call of God on their life.   
• A vocational call to ministry wider than just to a single church.   
• Employed in a role of a Pastor as defined in the guidelines.  
• Met the minimum training requirement. 
• Hold a call to a pastoral role in a QB church who endorses their ministry. 
 

C. Items Required in Application 
To apply for a Transfer of Credentials, a minister must complete an application as detailed below.  
 

 Transfer of Credentials  
from Other Baptist Union 

Transfer of Credentials  
from non-Baptist Denomination 

Items 
required in 
application 

Application Form 
Compliance Form 
Confidential Interview 
Blue Card 
Academic Transcript Review 
Referee Checks including from previous 

accrediting body 
 

Application Form 
Compliance Form 
Confidential Interview 
Blue Card 
Academic Transcript Review 
Referee Checks including from previous 

accrediting body 
A Doctrinal Statement 

Items that 
may be 
required in 
application 

A Psychologist’s Report 
A Spouse Application Form 
A Doctrinal Statement 

A Psychologist’s Report 
A Spouse Application Form 

Final 
Interview  

With the Director of Pastoral Services or the 
Ministerial Services Committee 

With the Ministerial Services Committee 

Other Items 
required for 
registration 

Other Items as decided by Ministerial Services  Completion of Study Unit - Baptist Distinctives 
2 year Provisional Registration Period. 
Other Items as decided by Ministerial Services 
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D. Items for consideration by Ministerial Services  
Refer Transfer of Credentials Interview Guidelines.  
 
Some consideration needs to be given to whether the application and accrediting process in the 
applicant’s original denomination is comparable with that of QB.   If not, additional requirements 
may be imposed by Ministerial Services or registration at a lower level may be granted.   If they 
are comparable, then a transfer of credentials at the same level (registered or ordained) will be 
granted.  
 
Ministerial Services will make a determination regarding the application and the minister will be 
notified of their decision. 

 
E. Ongoing Responsibilities of Ministers approved for Registration  
If approved for registration, the candidate must ensure that they continue to  

• Hold a current blue card 
• Have a demonstrated call to ministry within a particular QB context  
• Have a Mentor 
• Have a current Personal Ministry Development Plan  
• Comply with the QB Code of Conduct and other relevant policies and procedures,  
• Be a member in good standing at a local Queensland Baptist church.  

 
If these conditions are not met, the Minister’s Registration automatically lapses. 
 
F. 2 Year Provisional Registration for Transfers from non-Baptist Denominations 
All transfers from non-Baptist denominations, will enter a 2 year period of provisional 
registration.  During this period, all requirements of Section E above apply. 
 
Provisional registration allows Ministerial Services a chance to review how a candidate has 
assimilated into Queensland Baptist and decide whether they suitable and ready to move to a 
Registered Minister status. Provisional Registration is used in lieu of the candidate undertaking 
the normal registration application process which normally includes 2 years of supervised 
ministry. 
 
 At the end of this period, a final evaluation will be completed.  The end of Provisional evaluation 
will be on the basis of a number of reports obtained from  

• The Registered Minister – Provisional 
• Their Mentor 
• The Church Leadership 

The final evaluation will be considered by Ministerial Services and may involve an interview with 
them.   If an application is successful, the application will be transferred to the Registered 
Minister Status.  All requirements of Section E will continue to be applicable.   


